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Juvenile Crime
Juvenile crime takes place when a minor aged between 10 years to 17 years commits a crime that breaches the criminal statute. Based on their offense, their age factor distinguishes them from adult criminals; therefore, their trial is undertaken in a juvenile court. The cases are handled by judges who specialize in juvenile delinquency and are sentenced based on the crimes they have committed to protecting them from the brutal realities of adult courts and sentencing. Many factors contribute to a minor committing a crime. The most common factors include family dynamics, peer pressure, socio-economic issues, and substance abuse (Wilson & Petersilia, 2010). Notably, family dynamics affect minors the most because they experience negative things every day, such as physical abuse and domestic violence. Children in such an environment will look for any means necessary to escape from the trauma they go through, and this is why most of them end up joining youth gangs in the community that engages in criminal activities. 
Besides,due to lack of moral guidance from family members or adults, teenagers can be pressured by their peers into using drugs so that they can be accepted by those friends, which in turn leads to engaging in crime as a means of experimenting. Socio-economic issues also contribute to crime, because if the minor seems to lack clothing or food at home due to lack of finances, the next logical reason is to steal to survive (Bardach & Patashnik, 2016). Others are influenced by the nature of the environment they are raised in. If they grow up in a community that is filled with violence and criminal activities, it is easy for them to fall into a life of crime at a tender age to survive and to be protected from rival criminal gangs. Therefore, parents and guardians need to show minors the positive norms and standards of society by guiding them so that they can know what is right and what is wrong.
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